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There are about 3.3 million children who are aged under 17 in Papua New Guinea. It's not known 
exactly how many children there are with a severe or moderate disability, however, if you go by the 
World Health Organisation's figures, it's usually about 10 to 15 percent of the population. This would 
mean you can assume there’s about 330000 children with disability in PNG. According to the 
Department of Education, only around one per cent or 3300 of these children are in school. 
 
Some of the key barriers to education for children with disability are limited knowledge of health 
services, lack of referrals between health services and education providers, stigma and belief 
systems that a child with disabilities doesn't need or respond to education. And sadly, this is 
particularly true for girls and a lack of teacher skills and resources. The short term welfare approach 
would be to pay for individual children to seek health services, or it would be to establish institutions 
where children with disabilities are cared for. 
 
This would create dependency for a prolonged period of time. It would mean that children with 
disabilities would still face discrimination and not have the opportunity to learn. It would not change 
perceptions or break down barriers in society, and it would not provide the skills and resources 
needed to identify, treat and provide education for children with disabilities. 
 
A more effective approach would be what we call the development approach, training of child 
health workers and teachers helps to identify disabilities such as hearing loss and vision impairment 
early, so that treatment and strategies can be put in place before they have significant impact on 
learning. Working with the Departments of Education, Health and Social Services ensures that the 
country is working together to support the inclusion of children with disabilities. 

In PNG, there are 19 inclusive resource learning centres throughout the country. These centres are 
places where children with disabilities can catch up on learning with trained teachers, equipment 
like Braille machines and hearing aids, speech therapy and sign language. Staff in these centres also 
provide training to teachers in schools. This combined strategy means that many students, like the 
girl in this photograph, can be integrated into mainstream schools. 


